
 

SWEDEN SUPPORTS ECOWAS PROGRAMME ON 

CLIMATE ADAPTABILITY 
 

S weden is to pro-
vide 6.7 million 

US dollars over four 
years to support 
West Africa's pro-
gramme to reduce 
the regionõs vulnera-
bility to climate 
change.  
      The support 
comes under an 
agreement signed on 
Tuesday, 9 th  April 
2013 by the Presi-
dent of the ECOWAS Commission, His Excellency Kadre 
Desire Ouédraogo and the Swedish Permanent Representa-
tive to ECOWAS, Ambassador Svante Kilander  
     The ECOWAS chief praised Sweden for the gesture, de-
scribing the timing of the grant as apt, and that it would 
boost the regionõs capacity to pursue its climate change 
adaptability programmes.  
     He called for additional Swedish support for the success 
of the programme to enable the region leverage the coun-
try's experience to revitalise cooperation in this sector.  
    The Swedish ambassador used the occasion to highlight 
the consequences of climate change on the region mainly in 
the form of increased temperatures, more extreme weathers 
and coastal erosion.  
    He warned that "West Africa has to be prepared for a 
range of different climate scenarios," including adaptations 
in the areas of agriculture and building construction to im-
prove their resistance to flooding and the consequences of 
coastal erosion.  
    The envoy commended ECOWAS for being the first 
among Africa's five Regional Economic Communities to de-
velop a strategic programme to address vulnerability to cli-
mate change.  
     He said the grant would help ECOWAS in the "difficult 
and necessary work of supporting its Member States in 
developing and implementing actions that are most rele-
vant to their different contexts and opportunities.  
The envoy also mentioned other areas of collaboration with 
the Commission to support trade and trans -boundary wa-
ter resources issues.  
 

 

ECOWAS, EU SIGN 76 MILLION-EURO  

AGREEMENT TO SUPPORT AFISMA, FREE  

MOVEMENT 
 

E COWAS and the European Union on Tuesday, 
9 th  April 2013 in Abuja, signed a grant agree-

ment for 76 million Euros to support the African -led 
International Mission in Mali (AFISMA), and to 
strengthen the implementation of the regional pro-
tocol liberalizing the Intra -Community movement of 
citizens.  

     Fifty million of the grant will go mainly towards the pay-
ment of the salaries of the force while the remaining 26 
million Euros will assist the region in addressing free move-
ment and immigration issues.  
       The EU had pledged the grant during the donorsõ con-
ference hosted by ECOWAS on the margins of the AU sum-
mit in Addis Ababa on 29 th  January 2013.  
         The agreement was signed by the President of the 
ECOWAS Commission, His Excellency Kadre Desire 
Ouedraogo and the Head of the EU delegation to Nigeria, 
Ambassador David MacRae on the sidelines of the ongoing 
three -day 9 th  ECOWAS/ Development Partners annual Co-
ordination meeting which opened on Monday.  
      òThe provision of the sum of 50 million euros has once 
again demonstrated the EUõs unwavering resolve to assist-
ing ECOWAS in the management of the crisis in Mali and 
the consolidation of peace and security in West Africa,ó the 
ECOWAS boss said at the signing ceremony.  
       He also paid tribute to the EU, whose team òworked 
assiduously to establish the finance cell in the Commis-
sion,ó that will support ECOWAS in ensuring the fund is 
managed in line with EU procedures, adding that AFISMA 
is on the threshold of its consolidation and stabilization 
phase.  
        òI have no doubt that ECOWAS will still count on the 
support of the  EU and all other development partners for 
AFISMA and the Mali Security and Defence Forces in this 

most critical and logistics 
intensive phase, ò the presi-
dent added.  
     He underscored the im-
portance of the EU support 
for free movement and immi-
gration in the region, saying 
this will òmagnify the vital 
cooperation between ECO-
WAS and the EU in one as-
pect of the integration pro-
cess.ó 
      òFor us to realize the 
dream of economic growth, 
regional development and 

President Ouedraogo in a handshake with Mr. Kilander 

after signing the agreement 
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integration, Community citizensõ rights of entry, residence 
and establishment must be fully guaranteed and migration 
and labour mobility must be effectively coordinated and 
managed,ó President Ouedraogo said. 
      While he acknowledged the challenges to the seamless 
implementation of the regional flagship protocol, he de-
scribed the signing of the agreement as timely and that is 
would assist the region address some of the òcritical priority 
areas identified for the seamless implementation of the Pro-
tocol.ó  
      These are in the areas of strengthening the capacities of 
the Commission to promote intra -regional dialogue on free 
movement and migration issues and those of Member 
States in the area of migration data management, policy 
development, border management, labour migration man-
agement and human trafficking.  
       Responding, Ambassador MacRae said the signing 
òconcretizes the pledge made during the donors conference 
and a demonstration of the EUõs commitment to supporting 
the long -term objective of assisting Mali fully restore state 
authority, law and order, in addition to providing necessary 
support to the stabilization process in the country at the 
political and military levels as well as contributing to its 
early recovery.ó 
       He said the EU has also pledged to support the road 
map for the transition to democratic and constitutional 
rule, national inclusive dialogue as well as free and fair 
elections, and urged the Malian authorities to accelerate the 
full return to constitutional rule and the political recon-
struction of the country.  
       As evidence of its support for Maliõs development, Am-
bassador MacRae said the EU has resumed development 
aid to the country for which 250 million euros is available 
from the European Development Fund, in addition to an-
other 20 million euros in fast -disbursing assistance from 
the EUõs Instrument for stability. 
      He praised ECOWAS for the swift deployment of region-
al troops in support of French and Chadian forces who are 
taking the battle against òterrorist and criminal groups to 
their retreat in the north of Mali with the long -term objec-
tive to fully restore state authority, law and order to that 
part of the country.ó 

 
         

ECOWAS, PARTNERS TAKE BOLD STEP TO  
ELIMINATE MALARIA 

 

E COWAS 
and its 

partners have 
achieved anoth-
er milestone in 
their stride to-
wards the elimi-
nation of malar-
ia in the region 
with the ground
- breaking cere-
mony for the 
construction of 
a biolarvicides 
factory in Port 
Harcourt, capi-
tal of Nigeriaõs 

south eastern Rivers State.  
      The President of the ECOWAS Commission, His Excel-
lency Kadr® D®sir® Ou®draogo and Nigeriaõs Minister of 
Health, Prof. Onyebuchi Chukwu, who represented the 
President, His Excellency, Dr. Goodluck Jonathan, unveiled 
the plaque at a well -attended ceremony on Thursday 11 th  
April 2013.  
     The Nigerian factory is one of the three being built in 
three ECOWAS Member States under a tripartite agreement 
between ECOWAS, Cuba and Venezuela for the production 
of boilarvicides, a safe substance that kills the larvae of ma-
laria vectors, mosquitoes. The two other factories are ear-
marked for Cote dõIvoire and Ghana under the campaign 
which seeks to eliminate malaria in the region by 2015.  
     Under the campaign, ECOWAS seeks to strengthen the 
vector control component of the intervention to rid West 
Africa of malaria, which is a major public health problem 
that also stunts the economic development of the region 
and Africa as a whole.  
     The ground -breaking ceremony was preceded by a Town 
Hall Meeting at the packed 5,000 -capacity Diete Spiff Civic 
Centre, Port Harcourt, where representatives of civil society 
organizations, religious and traditional rulers, women and 
youth groups and ECOWAS Commission officials, among 
others, discussed the ramifications of malaria vector control 
intervention, which the World Health Organization (WHO) 
has acknowledged as the only strategy that can reduce ma-
laria transmission from high level to zero.  
     During the session, a panel of experts headed by Dr. 
Chioma Amajoh, the immediate past National Coordinator 
of Nigeriaõs Malaria Control Programme, fielded questions 
from the audience. Dr. Amajoh, nicknamed òMama Malariaó 
for her sustained anti -malaria efforts, underscored the need 
for all stakeholders - governments, non -governmental or-
ganizations, the private sector and the citizens to play their 
role to make the regional campaign a huge success.  
      Addressing the gathering, President Ouédraogo reaf-
firmed ECOWASõ commitment and determination to elimi-
nate the malaria scourge so as to free resources for the eco-
nomic development and to enable the region attain its full 
potentials.  
     The Organizationõs major priorities of peace and security 
coupled with economic development cannot be achieved 
unless such threats as malaria are effectively addressed, he 
added.  
     The president commended development partners espe-
cially the governments of Cuba and Venezuela for support-
ing the ECOWAS campaign, noting that all hands should be 
on deck until the war against malaria is won. He also ex-
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pressed confidence in 
the prospect of achiev-
ing the 2015 date for 
malaria elimination, 
while expressing the 
Commissionõs appreci-
ation to the govern-
ment and people of 
Rivers State and espe-
cially Governor Rotimi 
Chibuike Amaechi, 

one of Nigeriaõs two Malaria Ambassadors for partnering 
with ECOWAS on the anti -malaria initiative.  
     In an address on behalf of President Jonathan, Health 
Minister Prof. Chukwu thanked ECOWAS leaders for initiat-
ing the campaign with the two Latin American countries 
providing both financial and technology transfer support.  
    He listed the Federal Governmentõs various malaria initi-
atives and h igh lighted the need to strengthen indoor residu-
al spraying of mosquitoes as well as environmental sanita-
tion through the reintroduction of sanitary health inspec-
tors in the country.  
    Governor Amaechi reaffirmed Rivers Stateõs total support 
to the regional campaign and promised that the government 
would do all that is required to ensure that the state main-
tained its lead in the national malaria elimination cam-
paign.  
    Speaking in the same vein, the State Commissioner for 
Health Dr. Tamunoiyoriari Sampson Parker, described the 
ceremony as òa paradigm shift and historic event for us as 
it marks the build -up of efforts to achieving the Millennium 
Development Goals and eventual target of zero -incidence in 
locally contracted malariaó 
      There were also goodwill messages from the WHO and 
Nigeriaõs Minister of Defence, represented by Dr. Uzor Chi-
ma, who expressed the hope that the proposed involvement 
of military personnel would provide the regional campaign 
with the discipline and precision needed for its successful 
prosecution.  
       Dr. Adhiambo Odaga, Managing Director of Dangote 
Foundation, who represented business mogul, Alhaji Aliko 
Dangote, another Malaria Ambassador and head of the 
Dangote Group, pledged the Groupõs support to the regional 
anti -malaria initiative and stressed the need for public -
private sector collaboration.  
     The Cuban envoy to Nigeria, Ambassador Milanes Ra-
mos Hugo, who attended the two events with his wife, reit-

erated his 
countryõs total 
commitment 
and support to 
the ECOWAS 
campaign as a 
demonstration 
of South -
South cooper-
at ion.  
     In his vote 
of thanks, the 
Vice President 
of the ECO-
WAS Commis-
sion, Dr. Toga 
Gayewea 
McIntosh, 

thanked the partner countries, the Rivers State Govern-
ment, the Local Organizing Committee and Governor 
Amaechi in particular, for lending their full support to the 
ECOWAS campaign, which is in furtherance of the ECO-
WAS of people agenda and the goal of regional development 
and integration.  
    The ECOWAS Heath Adviser, Dr. Mariane Ngoulla, ap-
pealed to all stakeholders to be effective in their roles, add-
ing that instead of being òmosquito farmersó necessary 
measures should be taken to stop the indiscriminate breed-
ing of the malaria vector.  
     The ECOWAS delegation to the twin -event included Mr. 
Sunny Ugoh, the Director of Communication and Dr. John-
son Boanuh, Director of Environment, who explained that 
studies by the Commission have shown that the biolarvi-
cides for the campaign are safe. The Private Sector Director, 
Mr Alfred Braimah, also explained that apart from produc-
ing the substance for malaria elimination, the three facto-
ries will also create jobs in the region.  
 

 
ECOWAS, UN PARTNERS REVIEW REGIONAL 

PEACE SUPPORT PROJECTS 
 

A n ECOWAS delegation and officials of the UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and UNESCO 

have ended a three -day meeting in Dakar, Senegal for the 
review of the regional Support to ECOWAS for Peace and 
Development Project (PADEP), funded by the African Devel-
opment Bank (AfDB).  
      The 15 million US -dollar PADEP Project launched in 
2006 and being coordinated by the ECOWAS Peace Fund 
(EPF), covers refugee support, resettlement and rehabilita-
tion programmes in four ECOWAS countries, with the UN-
HCR as the implementing partner.  
       It also involves the development of a Manual of Refer-
ence on the Culture of Peace, Citizenship and Human 
Rights, in partnership with UNESCO as well as the ECO-
WAS Volunteers Programme being implemented with the 
support of the UN Volunteer programme.  
     At the meeting in Dakar on 3 rd  April 2013 with UNHCR 
officials, the EPF Manager, Mr. Dieudonne  Nikiema, ex-
plained that at the request of the ECOWAS Commission, 
the AfDB has extended the PADEP implementation period 
by six months until 30 th  June 2013.  
     This is to enable the partners to complete the outstand-
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ing project activities and work out an exit strategy.  
     The extension is also to allow for the preparation of an 
impact assessment, and through effective visibility, ensure 
ownership and sustainability of the PADEP project, de-
signed to promote peace, stability and regional integration.   
      To this end, Mr. Nikiema said that a television docu-
mentary would also be produced to highlight the PADEP 
project achievements.  
       The UNHCR Deputy Regional Representative 
(Protection) commended the quality of partnership with 
ECOWAS and the achievements of the PADEP project, 
which has supported thousands of refugees in Liberia, Sier-
ra Leone, Guinea and Guinea Bissau.  
       He said that the lessons learnt from the partnership 
project would not only engender ownership and sustainabil-
ity, but would also lead to better outcomes from future col-
laboration.  Also present at the meeting, was the UNHCR 
Assistant Representative (Programme) Mr. Jean -Claude de 
Rego. 
      At a separate meeting with UNESCO officials, Mr. Nikie-
ma underscored the need to publicise the seven -module 
Culture of Peace Reference Manual by incorporating it into 
the curricula of primary and secondary schools in the re-
gion.  
      Mr. Yao Ydo, Head of section, Education for Peace, Sus-
tainable Development, HIV/AIDS and Contemporary Issues 
at UNESCO Africa Regional Bureau (BREDA), explained 
that the Manual would also be publicised through 
UNESCOõs non-formal education platforms targeting youths 
and adults outside the conventional school system.  
      Community Radio and popular artists would also be 
used to ensure a wider outreach, he added.  
     Expressing the same sentiment, the UNESCO/BREDA 
Communication and Knowledge Management Specialist, 
Mrs. Anne Muller, underlined the importance of social me-
dia, including Facebook, mobile phone applications and a 
dedicated website for the propagation of the Manual, espe-
cially targeting young people.  
 
 

CDP INTERNAL TECHNICAL COMMITTEE MEETS 
TO REVIEW DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME AND 

VALIDAE PROJECTS 

 

T he internal 
committee for 

the ECOWAS 
Community De-
velopment Pro-
gramme (CDP) 
has met at the 
Commissions 
headquarters in 
Abuja to review 
the CDP docu-
ment and validate 
programmes to be integrated into the regional development 
programme.  
    The three -day meeting, which was attended by represent-
atives of the relevant directorates of the Commission, ena-
bled the participants to discuss the status and prospects of 
the CDP, the data base of the selected regional priority pro-
jects and update information on such projects form the di-

rectorates.  
     The meeting which opened on 20 th  March 2013 was co -
chaired by the Directorate of External Relations and the 
CDP and ended with bilateral meetings with individual di-
rectorates to discuss selected projects.  
     The discussions focused on projects selected after the 
prioritization exercise to update the matrix of projects and 
fill out the project datasheet in order to prepare relevant 
information for the selection and funding of priority projects 
of the CDP.  
      Each directorate was required to update information 
from the matrix of projects inventoried, and to provide up-
dated information on all costs, financing, funding sources, 
and the stage of the project cycle (identification, formulation 
and implementation), necessary to complete the matrix with 
new projects planned for the long term.  
       It was also requested to propose two or three relevant 
projects, very critical to the region, and fill out the project 
datasheet for each of these projects that may be part of the 
final list of development 
projects in the region.  
        The next step is to 
collate and analyze sub-
mission of updated project 
files from Directorates, and 
set up the resource mobili-
zation committee, which 
will be charged with the 
organization of the Donorsõ 
conference on the financing 
of identified CDP priority 
projects.  
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